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5/12/2015 

Hockinson Education Association 
www.hea98.com 
hockea98@gmail.com 

Dear Families of the Hockinson School District 

Last Friday all of you received a letter, email, and phone call from the Hockinson School District informing you that 
the Hockinson Education Association had overwhelmingly voted to authorize a walkout on Wednesday, May 
13.  Nearly 4 in 5 educators in the district voted to authorize this action.  Teachers and other school district 
employees will join with nearly 2,500 other education professionals from around Clark County in a day of action 
calling on the Washington State Legislature to live up to their Constitutionally mandated duty to treat public 
education as the “paramount” responsibility of the State.  This letter is an attempt to shed some light on how we 
arrived at this admittedly drastic action and answer some of the most frequently-asked questions from community 
members. 

Q.   What is the actual action being proposed? 

A.    Instead of reporting to school to teach on May 13th, Hockinson teachers and educational support personnel will 
take to the streets of Clark County alongside nearly 2,500 employees of the Camas, Evergreen, and Washougal 
School Districts to educate the citizens of the community about the problems confronting their public schools 
and what they can do as citizens to solve these problems.  Teachers will be waving signs on busy street corners, 
distributing informational brochures, and holding a large public rally at Esther Short Park in downtown 
Vancouver. 

Q.   What’s the purpose of this action? 

A.    The purpose of the action is to influence the state Legislature, which is currently meeting in a special 30-day 
session to create a budget for the coming year, to fix these problems.  Legislators are in this special session for 
failing to finish their work on the state budget in their regular session, putting districts in the precarious position 
of not yet knowing next year’s funding levels while at the same time costing the state extra money in Legislator 
overtime. 

Q.   What exactly are some of the problems that require so drastic an action as not going to work? 

A.      

·      The state is attempting to take over control of local levy monies from their intended purpose, serving the 
Hockinson community.  Under current proposals in the Senate, Hockinson taxpayers who have so graciously 
voted to send their tax dollars to support Hockinson schools could see a portion of that tax money skimmed right 
off the top and redistributed to other school districts throughout the state. 
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·      The state is attempting to ignore voter-approved mandates to reduce class sizes, which the voters of Washington 
have twice passed (most recently in November of 2014).   

·      An increased focus on state-mandated standardized testing has resulted in the narrowing of curriculum, 
restriction of academic freedom, and a significant loss of instructional time. 

·      The legislature has routinely ignored the calls from voters and even state Supreme Court to adequately fund 
public education.   

o      In 2000, voters approved an annual cost of living adjustment for public educators.  The Legislature 
suspended Initiative 732 and has not funded a COLA for 6 years.  Washington ranks 42nd out of 50 
states in terms of educator pay. 

o      In 2007, the Network for Excellence in Washington Schools (NEWS), a coalition of 430 member, 
including 203 school districts (of which the Hockinson School District is one), sued the State over its 
failure to fully fund schools per its constitutional duty.  NEWS won. 

o      In 2009, the Supreme Court upheld the “McCleary” decision finding the state had not met its 
constitutional duty. 

o      In 2014, the Supreme Court held the Legislature in Contempt of Court for failing to make steady, real 
and measurable progress towards reaching the funding level assured in the State’s own McCleary 
testimony. 

o      In 2014 voters approved smaller K-12 class sizes and caseloads.  The Legislature is currently attempting 
to rewrite Initiative 1351 and reduce class size in K-3 only; class size in grades 4-12 and in high-poverty 
would be increased.  Current law requires the state to reduce class size in all grades, not just some. 
Washington ranks 47th out of 50 in class size. 

o      In 2015, neither the proposed House or Senate budgets result in the progress ordered by the Court; the 
progress Washington’s one million K-12 public school children, teachers, specialists, and school 
employees deserve. 

Perhaps the biggest problem:  Legislators have refused to respond to the traditional methods of influence.  Over 7 
years, they’ve ignored our letters and phone-calls, our visits to the capitol, our invitations to town halls, our 
sponsorship of and activism to pass ballot measures, and an innumerable list of other classic activities common in a 
democracy.   
  
For example, recently teachers campaigned in the community to sign a class-size initiative onto the ballot, promoted 
the measure in the November election, and then won, only to see the legislature contemptuously laugh at our efforts 
and our community’s wishes. 
  
As recently as March, teachers hosted a town hall meeting and invited local legislators from Clark County to discuss 
their progress with reforming education funding in Olympia.  Over 300 people turned out for the event hoping to 
hear from and influence our elected representatives, only to find more than half of our elected officials didn’t even 
bother to show up.  
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Q.   Has the School District been involved in this action? 

A.  Teachers and HEA officers have been in nearly constant contact with Superintendent Yager on our teachers’ 
deliberations and decisions.  While Superintendent Yager has appreciated the outreach of the HEA and is in 
concurrence, as stated in the District’s letter, that “the District firmly believes that the legislature should fully fund 
education”, she and the School Board cannot endorse a walk out.  The HEA is equally appreciative of a thoughtful and 
honest response from the District.  For several years now the HEA has worked to build bonds between employees 
and the administration at the building and district level – these efforts are showing their value now – even if the 
District’s response might be viewed as tepid in absolute terms, in relative ones it is illustrative of a positive 
relationship. 
  
The HEA and district have worked together to ensure that things that cannot be rescheduled such as high school 
Advanced Placement exams will go on as planned.  State tests like the SBAC are not so time-sensitive and can be 
rescheduled.  After school sports and activities will continue as planned. 
 
Q.  Do you realize the position this puts our families in? 
  
A.  The students, educators, families and the general community of Hockinson are NOT the targets of this 
action.  We are a famously close and supportive community.  The target is the Legislature, which is negligent in its 
duty and in contempt of the highest court in the state.  It has shown it will not comply with the will of the people, as 
demonstrated repeatedly at the ballot box. 
  
The HEA is made up of the same caring and loving teachers that mold your children into hard-working and 
responsible leaders of tomorrow.  We love our community and wish to continue serving it.  While the inconvenience 
of a nonattendance day for students does present a challenge to many families and employees of the district (including 
teachers), we firmly believe that this action is necessary to attempt to influence the future of public education in our 
community. 
  
Our community will need to have faith in us, and we will have to work to maintain that trust and rebuild it if 
needed.  Our proposed action is to go directly to the community and make our case, that they are NOT the target of 
this action, and in fact can help all of us by speaking to their legislators themselves.  We must have faith that you will 
hear us.  Educators have a lot of experience with faith – if we didn’t have it when we joined the profession, we 
wouldn’t still be here today. 

Q.   What kind of example does this set for our students? 

A.  Isn’t this exactly what we’d tell our students to do?  To play by the rules as much as possible, but to stick up for 
ourselves too when bullied?  To not give into cynicism and doom, to not throw our hands up and meekly say “Oh 
well, I tried – I guess I just have to live with being a failure?” 

 Q.   How can community members help? 

A.  All parents, students, and community members are cordially invited to participate in this day of action along with 
Hockinson educators, their families/friends, and educators from across the county on Friday.  We will have teachers 
on street corners throughout the county from 9 to 10:30am Wednesday morning waving signs and distributing 
information.  Most Hockinson members will be at the corner of 162nd and 4th Plain near the Heritage Square Safeway.  
Following this, the public is invited to a large rally at Esther Short Park in downtown Vancouver from 11 to 12.  Late 
afternoon activities will be determined. 
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The best thing all community members can do is to contact your state representatives and urge them to fully and 
adequately fund public education.  The attachment to this letter includes phone numbers and email addresses for our 
local elected officials. 

Conclusion 
 
We hope this letter has helped provide some perspective on why we have arrived at this one-day protest.  Please 
remember:  This is not about walking out on you or our students.  This is about standing up for our students’ right to 
a fully-funded education and your rights as voters. 
  
We thank you and ask for your continued support by contacting your legislature to demand they no longer disregard 
your votes and your continued right to support the Hockinson School District and all of Washington.  If you share our 
position and wish to make your voice heard, we invite you to join us on the streets on Wednesday and at Esther Short 
Park in Vancouver. 
  
Please feel free to view and share this email and the attached flyer with friends and family who might also be looking 
for some clarification.  Should you wish to discuss any of this further, please feel free to email the Hockinson 
Education Association at hockea98@gmail.com.  Please remember that the members and leadership of HEA is made 
up of the same loving and caring teachers who serve your students to the best of our abilities day in and day out, so 
please be patient if you do not receive a response right away. 
 

Respectfully, 

Hockinson Education Association 
hockea98@gmail.com 

www.hea98.com 

 


